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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

 

Setting 20mph speed limits in residential areas 

• To determine which residential roads are suitable to remain 30mph, the following 

assessment criteria will be applied. 

• To ensure consistency and reflect changes in the built environment, the assessment 

criteria are based on the Manual for Manx Roads (MfMRs), including factors such as 

movement, place, and road characteristics. 

• Where outcomes of assessments are equal or inconclusive, the road user hierarchy will 

be applied as a determining factor, prioritising the safety and convenience of vulnerable 

road users. 

 

1. Assumption. 

 

Most Primary and Distributor roads in urban areas will remain 30 mph, unless the following 

criteria indicate the appropriateness of a 20mph speed limit. 

 

Most Access roads and Local Access roads in urban areas will be made 20 mph, unless the 

following criteria indicate the appropriateness of a 30mph speed limit. 

 

2. Criteria that will be considered. 

Place Criteria: 

20 mph should be considered on sections of primary or distributor roads where there is known 

demand for walking and cycling, such as: 

a) Educational – primary school or secondary school or further education. 

b) Community facility – playing fields etc. 

c) Medical facility – GP surgeries. 

d) Residential/Retail – immediately fronting the section of road and exceeds 20 properties 

per km. 
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30mph limits should remain on sections of primary and distributor roads: 

 

a) outside city/town/village centres or high streets 

b) roads outside other high-density areas and away from other places that attract frequent 

pedestrian and/or cyclist trips 

c) roads with very low density of housing and/or very few houses altogether (fewer than 

20 properties per km) 

d) roads with residential and retail premises only on one side and no need to cross the 

road to access services or facilities. 

 

Movement Criteria: 

 

30mph limits should remain on sections of primary and distributor roads where bus journey 

times will likely to be increased significantly by introducing a 20mph speed limit. 

 

Road Characteristics: 

 

In terms of ‘road characteristics’, 30mph limits should remain: 

a) where there are footways of sufficient width along the road and safe crossings for 

pedestrians (Puffin/Zebra). 

b) where there is low demand for pedestrians and cyclists to cross the road (e.g. 

development is only on one side). 

c) where the road has been designed so that the highway geometry and features support a 

higher safe speed of 30mph (MfMRs) 

 

 

In terms of ‘road characteristics’, 20mph limits should be considered: 

 

a) where there no footways along the road or the footway is on the opposite side of the 

road to the properties (e.g.  Ballabeg - Duck Street) 

 

Worked Example: Union Mills village centre 

Road Characteristics - Primary route = 30mph 

Place - Residential/Retail high density = 20 mph 

Movement - Bus journey times – Primary route = 30mph  
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Safe crossing – No safe crossing (Puffin/Zebra) between village shops and westbound bus 

routes = 20 mph 

Recommendation - 20 mph - determining factor, prioritising the safety and convenience of 

vulnerable road users. 


